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    MERITUS COLLEGE FUND
                               MENTOR PROGRAM
ABOUT MERITUS

Meritus College Fund bridges the gap to higher education for San Francisco public high school graduates.  Meritus recruits donors to provide four-year scholarships to low income students who have demonstrated strong potential for college success despite challenging life circumstances.  To encourage perseverance and graduation, Meritus provides its scholars with support and resources from the community.

ABOUT OUR SCHOLARS

Meritus scholarship recipients achieve an admirable record in high school while tackling challenging circumstances. In addition to being low-income, most Meritus Scholars are the first in their families to go to college. Many are confronted with complexities posed by recent immigration, non-native English speaking backgrounds, single parent families, and exposure to neighborhood violence and drugs, or foster care. Nevertheless, their drive and determination to pursue a college education remains a goal that keeps them strong.
ABOUT THE MENTOR PROGRAM

Meritus Mentors are volunteers who provide extra one-on-one support to freshman and sophomore scholars.  Meritus has found that the first two years are when our Scholars are most at risk of losing focus.  Because of this we match our scholars with a stable adult who can provide guidance, support, and friendship.  

Studies show that just one stable adult in a young person’s life can change the entire trajectory of an at-risk youth’s success, and we believe that we owe our 87% success rate to the meaningful relationships that are forged with volunteer Mentors and staff.  Our Mentors commit to connecting with their scholars at least once a month for a minimum of two years, although staying in contact after the commitment term is completed is absolutely encouraged.
SUBMITTING YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION:

Email your finished application to danielle@meritusfund.org, fax it to 415.561.6495
                                             Or mail it to:   Meritus College Fund
                                                                       Attn: Danielle Pizzi

                                                                       P.O. Box 29024        
                                                                       San Francisco, CA 94129        
If you have any questions please email danielle@meritusfund.org or call 415.400.8641
meritus college fund / p.o. box 29024 / san francisco ca 94129 t / 415.400.8650  f / 415.561.6495  e / www.meritusfund.org
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MERITUS COLLEGE FUND
MENTOR APPLICATION
	Name:
	 

	Address:
	 

	City:
	 
	
	State:
	 
	Zip:
	 

	Email:
	 

	Phone (C):
	 
	
	Phone (H):
	 

	Phone (W):
	 
	
	Fax:
	 

	DOB:
	 
	
	 Ethnicity:
	 


PERSONAL INFORMATION:
EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION:
	Employer (Name/City):
	 

	Job Title:
	 

	Date Began:
	 

	  Supervisor Name:
	 
	
	Phone: 
	 


	May we use your supervisor as a professional reference?:
	 


EDUCATION INFORMATION: 
	Undergraduate College (Name/Location):
	 

	Degree Earned (BA/BS):
	 
	Field:
	 
	Year:
	 

	Graduate Univ. (Name/Location):
	 

	Degree Earned:
	 
	Field:
	 
	Year:
	 

	Other College/University:
	 

	Degree Earned:
	 
	Year:
	 


How did you hear about the Meritus Connections Program?:

( Friend       ( Meritus web page     ( Craigslist       ( Idealist.org       ( VolunteerMatch.org

( Current Meritus donor      ( Other: ____________________________________________
Who referred you? __________________________________________________________
REFERENCES:

Please provide Meritus with one personal character reference that you have known for at least one year.  If your present supervisor should not be contacted, please also provide one professional reference.
	Personal Reference Name
	Relationship
	          Length of acquaintance?
	Phone Number

	 mbj
	 
	 
	 

	Professional Reference Name
	Employer
	          Length of work relationship?
	Phone Number

	 
	 
	 
	 


MORE ABOUT YOU: 
Please take a few minutes to think about each question before you answer.  Your responses will help Meritus to support you in your position, as well as provide us with important information on which to base your Scholar match. Please use a separate page if necessary.
How do you spend your free time? Please describe any hobbies you have, organizations you are a part of, other volunteer work you do, etc.


Why would you like to become a Meritus Mentor? What do you look forward to, or have questions about, in the mentoring relationship? 


What do you think are the main challenges facing the students that Meritus serves? 


What challenges do you anticipate within the work required to be a Mentor?  


What are your strengths?  How will you best be able to contribute to your Mentor/Mentee relationship?


meritus college fund / p.o. box 29024 / san francisco ca 94129 t / 415.400.8650  f / 415.561.6495  e / www.meritusfund.org
MERITUS COLLEGE FUND
MENTOR AGREEMENT

As a Mentor for Meritus College Fund, I agree to:

1. Commit to being a mentor to my Scholar for at least two years.

2. Commit to monthly contact with my Scholar (emails, phone calls, or letters) and bi-annual visits with my Scholar in person during their summer and winter breaks (if possible).

3. Be a positive role model, try to develop a relationship of trust and respect with my Scholar, and provide personal support, information, and resources for my Scholar’s college success.

4. Attend the Mentor Orientation, and make every effort to participate each year in other events planned by Meritus for Mentors and for Mentors and Scholars.

5. Never meet with my Scholar while under the influence of alcohol, or other drugs.

6. Never use sexual innuendo, or engage in any inappropriate sexual behavior or language in my Scholar’s presence or in communications with my Scholar.

7. Hereby confirm that I have never been arrested.

8. Not expect to be a counselor to my Scholar, and will inform Meritus if my Scholar is in need of counseling, either academically or personally.
9. Contact Meritus immediately should I experience any difficulties in this Mentor/Scholar match.

10.  Provide Meritus with any suggestions I might have for improvement of this Mentoring Program.

11.  Respond to communications from Meritus staff and Board, as well as from my Scholar.
12. I understand that my personal and professional references will be contacted, and I may be asked to submit further personal information and/or fingerprints to the Department of Justice if needed.
_________________________________________

_______________________

Signature – Sign or type 




Date
If you have any questions please email danielle@meritusfund.org
Or call 415-400-8641
meritus college fund / p.o. box 29024 / san francisco ca 94129 t / 415.400.8650  f / 415.561.6495  e / www.meritusfund.org
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