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A Year In Review
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As 2009 draws to a close, I see many reasons to be grateful. Not least of these, we achieved an important milestone when our very first scholar in 1996, Diana Wang-Louie, made the first scholarship pledge by a Meritus graduate. 
We can also be proud of a number of advances in 2009, made possible by the continuing generosity of individual and foundation contributors.
· Meritus awarded 67 new scholarships, bringing the total number of scholars since our inception in 1996, to 384, of whom 194 are current
· In spite of daunting national statistics on college graduation rates, 88% of Meritus scholars have completed our program and gone on to graduate
· Of this year's 99 donors, 82.5% were repeat donors
· Meritus has enhanced its ability to assess and track student progress and to ensure communications between scholars and donors by providing 
· Mentoring and college "buddies"
· New scholar orientation
· Small group meetings
· Ongoing individual coaching and outreach
· Financial aid counseling
· Career contacts
· Campus visits
· A 2009, website redesign provides more information about Meritus and includes a "Donate Now" button to facilitate online contributions, as well as an online scholarship application for students
· A newly introduced quarterly e-newsletter provides updates to the Meritus community
I look forward to the New Year as we continue our outreach to the community on behalf of soon-to-be college freshmen. I hope you will join us as we work toward mitigating barriers to higher education and providing opportunities to low-income students in our community. 
Happy Holidays!
Diana Wolf, Executive Director
Profile: 2006 Scholar Kaitlin Kay
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Kaitlin Kay began college with more than a few strikes against her: her mother struggled financially after Kaitlin's father left and wasn't able to care for her, so Kaitlin grew up in a foster home from age six until she turned 18. 
 
Shortly after Kaitlin graduated from high school, her mother was diagnosed with terminal cancer and moved away to be near relatives who could care for her. Kaitlin had no money and nowhere to live, however she had a fierce determination to improve her life through a college education.
 
Four years ago, Kaitlin received a Meritus scholarship, which comes with a support system that includes helping students get summer jobs. We put her in touch with a Meritus donor, Cheryl Ducote of Cheryl Ducote Interiors, a small design firm in San Francisco. Kaitlin went the extra mile as the star of an Egyptian vignette that Cheryl Ducote Interiors crafted at the Fall Antiques Show in Fort Mason.

Kaitlin, who will graduate from San Francisco State University this spring, is still working for Cheryl and has become an important part of the Ducote office family.  It has been a win-win relationship: The firm has benefited from a loyal and hardworking employee, and Kaitlin has had a steady source of income throughout her college years, as well as the encouragement and moral support of people who care about her. You can bet that Cheryl and the others from the office will be cheering her on at her graduation in June. 
 
If you think you can accommodate a motivated, smart college student in your business, think of hiring a Meritus scholar. Please contact Diana Wolf at Meritus (415-346-8677). You will be doing yourself a big favor, while supporting a promising young adult.
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Call to Action!
Meritus is looking for mentors for its new 2010 class of scholarship recipients.

If you, your friends, family or co-workers are interested in working with one of our scholars,
please contact Meritus at 415.346.8677 or email danielle@meritusfund.org. 
Connecting with Scholars
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Meritus is very lucky to have donors who are not only very generous with financial resources, but also with time. Donors David and Susan Singer, who have funded three scholarships since 2001, are a prime example of what makes Meritus so special. In a recent conversation, David Singer shared his reasons for their involvement. 


· What drew you get involved with Meritus? 

· We learned of Meritus from Stephanie Salter's column in the Examiner in 2000. Well aware of how much we have gained from our education, we firmly believe that by helping make education possible for others, we can improve both their lives directly, and society as a whole.

· How involved do you get with your scholars?

· We keep up email correspondence, and meet with them periodically for coffee and meals, and they come to our holiday party every year, often bringing their siblings, friends, or significant others.  And we're there for them by phone or in person if crises ever arise.

· What have Meritus scholars given you in return?

· A very real sense that it's possible for a charitable act to make a tangible, recognizable difference in the life of an individual. A realization of how lucky and fortunate we are with the support we have had in our past. We feel we have gained nieces, new friends. And we feel that our efforts are catalytic: our first two students have been enabled to be helpers themselves through their own efforts and Meritus' support.

We are fortunate to have the Singer's as part of our community. Many wonderful donors give much of themselves in support of their scholars. Thank you all for your partnership! 

Scholars Share Stories
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This fall we were delighted to be joined by alumni and current scholars to meet with prospective donors and share their personal stories. They all spoke of economic limitations and personal challenges they faced when they started their college careers but also embraced the benefits of the financial support, coaching and mentoring received through the Meritus program. A common theme for all of them was giving back - to the families that have supported them and to their communities and neighborhoods, where many potential scholars may miss out on college because they lack resources.
 
We are proud of their aspirations and successes:
· Sara Quinto, a 2004 graduate of UC Berkeley, grew up in a single parent immigrant family. Sara recently passed the California Bar Exam, and is now a practicing attorney in Oakland.
· Aaron White, a 2008 graduate of Brown University with a degree in environmental studies, thanked Meritus for keeping him in college with lots of coaching that eased with the difficult transition to college and to the adjustment to a life in an unfamiliar part of the country, far from home.
· Ivan Lopez, who received a bachelor's degree in industrial design from the Pratt Institute in 2008, has opened a gallery in the city's Mission District, where he hopes to offer the neighborhood he grew up in another venue for sharing art and ideas freely.
· Expressing this theme of giving back to their communities, Eugene Gragg, who started college just this fall at San Francisco State, hopes ultimately to serve as an example to his community in San Francisco's Fillmore District, and to help support his family who has worked so hard for his success.
 
We invite people, as individuals or by pooling resources with a group of friends, to provide scholarships to just such deserving San Francisco high school graduates in need.
 
If you cannot make a financial commitment, Meritus can always use more mentors to see our scholars through both the good and the bad times of the college experience.
 
If you think someone you know would be interested in supporting Meritus, please provide names and contact information to Diana Wolf (Diana@meritusfund.org).
PARTING NOTES
· Special thanks to Carol McLaughlin for providing the Scholar Profile to this edition; and also to Donald Andreini for his excellent skills in proofing Connections.
· Please consider mentoring a Meritus scholar. More information about mentoring can be found at www.Meritusfund.org or by contacting Danielle@meritusfund.org.   

· If you would like to host an event for a group of friends to introduce them to Meritus, please let us provide you with support by contacting Diana@meritusfund.org.
Board of Directors:   
 
Chris Boyd, J.D., President · Jacqueline Young, Vice President ·  
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                     Heather Sterner · Anthony Swei · Frank Tom, Ed.D.
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